
1

• Article ... page x

October 2020



2

Welcome to the October IssueWelcome to the October Issue Industry NewsIndustry News
Nominations Being Sought For AMI Board Openings 

AMI is seeking nominations for people in the industry to fill board openings available in January 2021. Forward 
your board nominations to AMI by email to malves@marinaassociation.org or by phone at 866-367-6622. 
Nominations must be submitted by November 13, 2020. Individuals who are nominated for board positions 
will be asked to submit a resume or CV which will be forwarded to the AMI nominations committee for further 
review. 

2020 AMI Officers 
Chris Petty, – Chairman Suntex Marinas 

John Swick, CMM – Vice Chairman Safe Harbor Marinas Representing MAT
Rick Chapman, CMM – Treasurer Port of Sunnyside Club, Inc. Representing MMA

Kevin Thompson – Secretary Bellingham Marine 
Joe Riley, CMM Immediate Past Chairman Riley Marine Group

2020 AMI Board of Directors 
Giuseppe Alvarado Representing PCC Shilshole Bay Marina

Austin Cameron VIP Marina on Lake Travis 
John Chiazza USI Insurance Services, LLC 

Ray Fernandez Representing NJ MTA - Bridge Marina, Inc.
Chris Dolan Marina Electrical Equipment 

Steve Linton, CMM Representing WMA – Pikes Bay Marina
Enza Montano Westrec Marinas 

Marieke van Peer, CMM - Seahaven Superyacht Marina
Bill Young Morningstar Properties

Odai Sirri Representing Boating BC – Waterfront Suites & Marina
Kathy Haley, CMM – Miami Dade Parks and Recreation

Ted Schiafone, CMM – City of Oceanside

2021 AMI Conference & Expo 
Registration Opens

The 2021 AMI Conference & Expo, early Febru-
ary, Daytona Beach, FL, adds virtual component to 
face-to-face event . Warren, RI—Registration for 
the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) Confer-
ence & Expo, formerly the International Marina & 
Boatyard Conference (IMBC), is now open at mari-
naassociation.org/conferenceandexpo. Entering its 
19th year, the conference will be held February 2-4, 
2021, at the Ocean Center in Daytona Beach, FL. 
  
AMI is planning a face-to-face event along with a 
virtual component. Full face-to-face conference fees 
begin at $399 and include virtual access. These reg-
istrations include unlimited access to all educational 
seminars, regional round tables, workshops, food 

and beverages, entry into the exhibit hall and admis-
sion to all networking and social events, and the AMI 
member meeting, followed by a first-time attendee 
reception. Also included is the opening night Exhibit 
Hall Party. Virtual full conference passes start at $175, 
for AMI members, and include unlimited access to all 
educational sessions, pre-conference workshops, ex-
hibit hall, and virtual-specific events.

Online Intermediate Marina 
Management (IMM) Course 

Announced

Association of Marina 
Industries Training In-
stitute adds online IMM 
Course to Fall Schedule

https://marinaassociation.org/conferenceandexpo
https://marinaassociation.org/conferenceandexpo
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The Association of 
Marina Industries 
Training Institute has 
added an online In-
termediate Marina 
Management (IMM) course to our fall schedule. The 
IMM is the training institute’s most popular course, 
which focuses on marina operations, policies and 
procedures. The online course begins November 11, 
2020 and runs through December 10, 2020, holding 
two classes per week on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 1pm – 4pm EST. Instruction will be live and in-
teractive with the same course content and instruc-
tors as the face-to-face course. 

“I am excited to be able to offer an online course 
to marina managers who may be unable to attend 
face-to-face courses because of the pandemic,” said 
Merritt Alves the training institute’s training coordi-
nator. “The pandemic has accelerated the direction 
of the training institute’s goal of offering more online 
course opportunities to the marina industry overall.”      
The IMM course is the first step toward the highly 
coveted Certified Marina Manager and Certified 
Marina Operator certifications. To attend the IMM 
course, you must have one year of marina manage-
ment experience. 

In additional to the online IMM course, AMI’s train-
ing institute is running a sold-out face-to-face IMM 
course November 1-5, 2020 in Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida.

FIND Awards $1 Million Grant to Palm 
Beach Marina

The Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) has 
awarded the town of Palm Beach a $1 million grant 
toward the estimated $38 million marina renovation. 
This is in addition to the $3.1 FIND awarded last year. 
FIND is a special state taxing district for the manage-
ment and maintenance of the Intracoastal Waterway.

The marina project, overseen by general contractor 
Murry Logan Construction, includes the expansion of 

Industry NewsIndustry News
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84 slips to accommodate larger vessels, replacement 
of floating and stationary docks, construction of a 
new dock and installation of a new security system. 
Work began May 1 and is expected to be completed 
by November 2021.

Town officials expect the new marina to better meet 
market demand for floating docks, larger slips and 
more modern facilities generating a net annual rev-
enue in the $10 million to $12 million range.

Safe Harbor Marinas Sold for $2.11 
Billion

Sun Communities (SUI), a real estate investment trust 
involved in manufactured housing and recreational 
vehicle communities, has entered into a definitive 
merger agreement to acquire Safe Harbor Marinas, 
the largest and most diversified marina owner and 
operator in the United States.

Safe Harbor owns and operates 101 marinas, manag-
es five marinas on behalf of third parties, and has an 
approximate 40,000-member network of boat own-
ers across 22 states. The transaction for cash and SUI 
equity is valued at $2.11 billion.

Safe Harbor’s full operating team, led by Baxter Un-
derwood, will run Safe Harbor as a subsidiary inde-
pendently from Sun’s manufactured home and recre-
ational vehicle community business.

“We are excited to partner with Sun Communities, a 
premier real estate investment trust that owns and 
operates 426 properties across North America,” said 
Baxter Underwood, CEO of Safe Harbor Marinas. “We 
have spent a number of years getting to know Sun 
and are impressed with their leadership team and 
track record of consistently growing value for all their 
stakeholders.

“Safe Harbor will operate independently from Sun’s 
other businesses, but we will benefit from their tre-
mendous strength. We are committed to continuing 

http://www.aicw.org/
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the growth of our marina portfolio by harnessing 
Sun’s advantageous cost and form of capital.”

The transaction is expected to close during the fourth 
quarter with SUI to assume debt in the estimated 
amount of approximately $808 million.

New Scholarship Sponsor for Boating 
Writers International

By Jeff Moser, Trade Only Today

Active Interest Media, a leading publisher of recre-
ational boating magazines and websites — includ-
ing Trade Only Today, Anglers Journal, Outboard, 
Passagemaker, Power & Motoryacht, Sail, Sound-
ings and Yachts International — has stepped up to 
the plate as the title sponsor of the annual Boating 
Writers International college scholarship fund.

The $3,000 BWI Active Interest Media Boating Jour-
nalist Scholarship will be awarded to undergraduate 
college students who demonstrate a passion for the 
field of boating media and showcase a clear career 
goal in the areas of writing, photography, broadcast-
ing, film or art.

“Sponsoring the scholarship fits within our vision of 
attracting talented college graduates to enter the 
boating media as their profession,” AIM Marine Group 
president Gary DeSanctis told Trade Only Today. “We 

need a new crop to come up behind us that can meet 
the demands of the changing media landscape.”

Derecktor’s Florida Megayacht Yard 
Moves Forward

Source: International Boating Industry

When completed, Derecktor Ft Pierce will be able to 
accommodate yachts over 200ft

Following an 11-month review, the US Army Corps 
of Engineers has signed off on Derecktor Shipyards’ 
plans for a 220ft x 50ft haul-out basin, which clears 
the way for the New York-based company to build 
a world-class, full-service repair and refit facility for 
megayachts in the Port of Ft Pierce, Florida.

The new yard, named Derecktor Ft Pierce, provides 
direct access from the Atlantic through Ft Pierce in-
let, with no overhead obstructions and a maintained 
depth of 26ft is specifically designed to accommo-
date yachts over 200ft.

“Securing a permit from the US Army Corps was no 
easy feat, especially during a global pandemic, as it 
required review from several different departments,” 
said Justin Beard, marketing manager for Derecktor 
Shipyards. “The haul-out basin is a critical piece of 
infrastructure at Derecktor Ft Pierce and it will al-
low us to lift vessels up to 250ft in length with our 
1,500-tonne mobile boat hoist.”

The hoist – costing some US$6.5m – is expected to 
be shipped from northern Italy later this year and 
will be delivered to Fort Pierce by barge. Assembly 
of the lift, which measures 85ft tall, 75ft wide and 
120ft long, is expected to take six to eight weeks 
to complete, according to gcaptain.com, an online 
community for maritime professionals.

Once underway, construction of the haul-out basin 
should be completed in five months.

Derecktor announced plans to develop and operate 
the nation’s first maintenance, repair and refit yards 
designed specifically to accommodate megayachts 
over 200ft in April of 2019.
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Industry News continued from Page 4

ABYC Standards Week Will Be Held 
Virtually

The American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC), the non-
profit organization that develops the safety stan-
dards for the design, construction, maintenance and 
repair of recreational boats, announced its 12th an-
nual Standards Week will be extended and held virtu-
ally, Jan. 5 to 21, 2021.

What has usually taken place over a week of day long 
meetings will be extended to four weeks. The ABYC 
events include:

• ABYC’s annual meeting and happy hour, Janu-
ary 5

• Project Technical Committee (PTC) meetings, 
January 11 to 22.

• Sur/Tech Symposium, surveyor and technician 
training, January 6 to 7

• ABYC Standards Certification course, January 
26 to 28

• At the core of Standards Week is the develop-
ment and review of ABYC Standards. This year, 
PTCs will gather using an online platform, dur-
ing multiday, three-hour long sessions.

Participation in the standards review process is re-
quired from a diverse group of marine industry pro-
fessionals, each with different perspectives and areas 
of expertise. Attendees can be engaged in revisions 
to the boat building and repair standards under re-
view or newly considered and affect the future of in-
ternational boating.

Below is a list of the PTC meetings and topics under 
review in 2021:

• Electrical
• Fuel & Ventilations
• Hull Piping
• Product Interface
• Engine & Powertrain
• Hull Performance
• Navigation Lights and Sound Signals
• Aquatic Invasive Species

Additionally, the new ABYC Sur/Tech Symposium has 
been added this year to provide a necessary continu-
ing education opportunity for the marine industry.

The first day is dedicated to surveyor training with 
topics including: surveying electrical systems, using 
the standards to inspect marine and propulsion sys-
tems, how to make survey reports defensible in court, 
corrosion theory and practice, and writing survey re-
ports utilizing ABYC standards.

The second day is dedicated to training marine tech-
nicians training with topics including: batteries, char-
gers and alternators, AC and DC systems analysis and 
tools, legal issues of marine insurance, and CZONE 
training.

Registration for Standards Week will open soon. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more in-
formation visit www.abycstandardsweek.com.

RBFF Opens Grants Cycle For Program 
Funding

The Recreational Boating & Fishing Foundation will 
open its 2021 grants cycle for the George H.W. 
Bush Vamos a Pescar™ Education Fund by October 
31. The grants will provide key program funding to 
support local organizations nationwide in their initia-

Industry News continued on Page 7

Peachland Yacht Club
Peachland, BC

Shuswap Marina
Blind Bay, BC

Ontario Place Marina
Toronto, ON

ResNexus
Salem Ut

Speedread Technologies
Indianapolis, IN

Welcome Welcome 
AboardAboard

http://www.abycstandardsweek.com/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=1501021591&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takemefishing.org%2Fcorporate%2F&a=Recreational+Boating+%26+Fishing+Foundation
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=3185259780&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takemefishing.org%2Feducationfund%2F&a=George+H.W.+Bush+Vamos+a+Pescar%E2%84%A2+Education+Fund
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=3185259780&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takemefishing.org%2Feducationfund%2F&a=George+H.W.+Bush+Vamos+a+Pescar%E2%84%A2+Education+Fund
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tives to engage Hispanic Americans in fishing, boat-
ing, and conserving waterways.

A record breaking number of Hispanic Americans — a 
total of 4.4 million — participate in recreational fish-
ing, according to RBFF’s 2020 Special Report on Fish-
ing. Despite this achievement, Hispanic Americans are 
still underrepresented on the water. Hispanics make 
up 18 percent of the U.S. population but only 9 per-
cent of Hispanic Americans are fishing participants.

“Especially in the midst of this year’s Hispanic Heri-
tage Month, when people are spending more time 
outdoors than ever before, we’re excited to celebrate 
the record number of Hispanics enjoying fishing and 
boating in the U.S.,” said Stephanie Vatalaro, RBFF’s 
senior vice president of Marketing and Communica-
tions. “Fishing and boating have been shown in stud-
ies to contribute to many wellness benefits, so it’s es-
sential to ensure equitable access to these activities. 

The water is open to everyone, and the George H.W. 
Bush Vamos A Pescar™ Education Fund grants are an 
important means of welcoming diverse newcomers 

to the fishing and boating community.

In 2020, the Education Fund received a $50,000 do-
nation from Bass Pro Shops to help fund the 2021 
grants. In honor of President George H.W. Bush, Bass 
Pro Shops founder and CEO Johnny Morris initially 
donated in 2014 to bring conservation education and 
fishing and boating experiences to Hispanic families 
across the country.

The 2021 Grant Guidelines will be available for down-
load by October 31. Interested organizations can 
visit www.TakeMeFishing.org/EducationFund to learn 
more. The website also features beginner resources, 
including how-to guides for getting started fishing 
and boating, an interactive map of places to fish and 
boat, as well as links to COVID-19 safety guidelines.

House Passes Save Our Seas 2.0

The House passed bipartisan legislation led by House 
Oceans Caucus Co-Chairs Representatives Suzanne 
Bonamici (D-OR) and Don Young (R-AK) along with 
Senators Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Dan Sullivan 
(R-AK), and Bob Menendez (D-NJ) to strengthen the 
federal response to marine debris.

Save Our Seas 2.0, S. 1982, builds on the original Save 
Our Seas Act to improve the domestic response to 
marine debris, incentivize international engagement 
on marine debris, and strengthen domestic waste 
management infrastructure to prevent the creation 
of new marine debris.

Groups that support Save Our Seas 2.0 include: Ocean 
Conservancy, World Wildlife Fund, National Audubon 
Society, Conservation International, Consortium for 
Ocean Leadership, Keep America Beautiful, The Ma-
rine Mammal Center, New England Aquarium, and 
Georgia Aquarium.

Bonamici and Young co-chair the House Oceans 
Caucus, a bipartisan group of House members com-
mitted to taking action to protect the health of our 
ocean. This Congress, the Caucus is focused on en-
vironmental stressors (including ocean acidification, 
harmful algal blooms, and hypoxia); marine debris; 

Industry News continued on Page 8

- FULL SERVICE -

- HIGH AMENITY -

- OVER 320 BOAT SLIPS -

- ON-SITE STORAGE - 

- 8.8% CAP RATE -

FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CALL:
248.358.0100

DETROIT MARINA 
FOR SALE!

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=1537496825&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takemefishing.org%2Fgetmedia%2Feb860c03-2b53-4364-8ee4-c331bb11ddc4%2F2020-Special-Report-on-Fishing_FINAL_WEB.pdf&a=2020+Special+Report+on+Fishing
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=1537496825&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takemefishing.org%2Fgetmedia%2Feb860c03-2b53-4364-8ee4-c331bb11ddc4%2F2020-Special-Report-on-Fishing_FINAL_WEB.pdf&a=2020+Special+Report+on+Fishing
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=700379821&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.takemefishing.org%2FEducationFund&a=www.TakeMeFishing.org%2FEducationFund
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=1067856656&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D2900426-1%26h%3D563770040%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.takemefishing.org%252Fhow-to-fish%252F%26a%3Dhow-to%2Bguides&a=how-to+guides
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=798977757&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D2900426-1%26h%3D2060502835%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.takemefishing.org%252Fwhere-to-fish-and-boat%252F%26a%3Dinteractive%2Bmap&a=interactive+map
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2943791-1&h=2082938846&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D2900426-1%26h%3D2916466607%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.takemefishing.org%252Fhow-to-fish%252Ffishing-resources-events%252Fstate-agency-covid-19-updates%252F%26a%3Dsafety%2Bguidelines&a=safety+guidelines
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ocean data and monitoring; coastal resiliency; and il-
legal, unreported, and unregulated fishing.

Hunting and Fishing Coalition Forms 
to Influence 30 by 30 Initiatives

By Reagan Haynes, Trade Only Today)

Fishing and hunting groups have partnered to issue 
a statement on the 30 by 30 concept, an idea that is 
gaining momentum on federal, state and local levels.
The concept has gained traction internationally via 
a global treaty signed by virtually every country in 
the United Nations, with the exception of the United 
States, is expected to adopt the framework by 2021.

Earlier this month, California became the first state 
to adopt the concept when Gov. Gavin Newsom, D-
Calif., signed an executive order along the same lines.
The American Sportfishing Association, which had 
initially opposed a bill passed in the state last sum-
mer because it worried language was too vague, ap-
preciated the order’s heavy emphasis on collabora-
tion among agencies and engaging with stakeholders 
while making recommendations for how to address 
challenges.

Now a coalition has been formed to help engage 
with those agencies and stakeholders, as well as poli-
ticians, in an effort to see that recreational outdoor 
interests are fairly weighed.

Development Opportunity: Joint Venture 
Partner Wanted

Federally Owned Land in Delaware under a long-term lease for existing marina. No acquisition costs, 
no real estate taxes for three separate parcels totaling +/- 35 acres available for development. 

Public sewer and water, development required to be leased to the public. Residential, hotel, 
restaurant and a fitness center are all development possibilities. Contact William Freas 610-633-
5083 or bestbuilt12@live.com.

https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/california-governor-signs-conservation-executive-order
https://asafishing.org/advocacy/california-senate-does-not-advance-bill-that-threatens-sportfishing-access/
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/controversial-california-bill-clears-hurdle-in-senate
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/controversial-california-bill-clears-hurdle-in-senate
mailto:bestbuilt12@live.com
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     Legislation &     Legislation &
          Partnerships          PartnershipsBy Eric KretschBy Eric Kretsch

Take Your Marina to the 
Next Level

The Marina Policy Guidelines Manual offers marina 
owners and managers a guide to implementing policies 
that will professionalize the management of your marina. 

Written by Carl Wolf CMM, CMI of Robson Forensic, 
the Manual provides policies covering administration, 
marina operations, marketing, financial controls, 
and maintenance, as well as safety, security and 
environmental issues. Purchase now.

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 10

https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
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Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 11
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Clean Marina & Clean Marina & 
Environmental NewsEnvironmental News

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 13
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Clean Marina & Environmental News continued from Page 12

http://www.seatech.com
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.

http://nationalmarinaday.org
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Around The WorldAround The World
ICOMIA WMC Industry Reconnect 

Webinar Series – Final Session 
Approaches

The last session in the inaugural series will take 
place on October 27 

Source: International Boating Industry

The ICOMIA World Marinas Conference Industry Re-
connect inaugural webinar series, taking place over 
four weeks in October, has provided valuable indus-
try insight with one more session to go on Tuesday 
27 October at 12 UTC. The first three sessions were a 
great success with 250-plus registered attendees per 
session.

The opening session, State of the Industry around 
the World, provided an overview of how the boat-
ing industry was impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic 
and what were the new trends and figures around the 
globe. Most regions have reported a significant in-
crease in new and used boat sales as interest in boat-
ing climbs to all-time high. 

Speakers included Sara Anghel, NMMA Canada pres-
ident; Gary Groenewold, vice president, Westrec Ma-
rinas; Oscar Siches, consultant, Klaus Peters, partner, 
Inter Marinas; Bruno Meier, director, Aldar Marinas; 
Lawrence Chow, chair, Hong Kong Boating Industry 
Association and Darren Vaux, president, Boating In-
dustry Association Australia.

The second session, Boating & Tourism with Covid-19 
– what’s next, provided insights on the global tourism 
industry, presented by UNWTO’s regional director for 
Europe, Alessandra Priante. With Covid-19 bringing 
the tourism industry down of levels to 20 years ago, 
Alessandra discussed priority areas to reimagine and 
rebuild a resilient tourism industry. The session then 
covered insights on the boating industry in Europe 
with the challenges and opportunities the pandemic 
has created, as well as what are the next steps to en-
sure speedy recovery, presented by EBI’s secretary 
general Philip Easthill.

The conversation continued with Dr Marios Menexia-
dis, group internal audit director of Aegean Airlines, 
on the devastating effect the pandemic has had on 
the aviation industry. This year so far has seen nearly 
75% reduction on international passengers compared 
to last year, with the airline industry expecting to re-
cover to pre-Covid-19 figures between 2022-24. And 
last but not least, Rosemary Pavlatou, director of A1 
and BWA Yachting, provided an insight on the chal-
lenges of yacht brokers & charters and ways to over-
come them. The session ended on a positive note as 
Pavlatou shared some figures showing a significant 
increase in new-build yacht projects.

Session 3, Technology Looking Forward, focused on 
new technological developments in the recreation-
al boating industry, a necessary element in a world 
where everything is inter-connected as customers 
have become accustomed to one click actions. The 
session started with a presentation on a reliable and 
innovative technology for the realization of a sustain-
able marine and coastal seabed management plan, 
delivered by Albert Willemsen from ICOMIA and 
Giovanni Preda from TREVI. 

It was followed by Tom Mukamal, CEO of IGY Ma-
rinas, and Pontus Fernstrom, EMEA marine segment 
director in Garmin Europe, who brought some inter-
esting points on how to improve customer experi-
ence; how new developments need to be considered 
in collaboration with the marina users, as well as ways 
to make boating easy by automating tricky processes 
and integrating more systems in order to enhance 
the boater experience.

The next panellist, Dr Shimrit Perkol-Finkel, co-found-
er, ECOncrete, brought a slightly different perspective 
on how to integrate environmentally sensitive tech-
nologies into the planning of marine infrastructure, 
using ecological engineering to address the global 
challenges such as CO2 emissions, climate change, 
habitat loss, population growth and coastal harden-
ing. 

The session ended with Iaian Archibald, CEO of Swell 
Advantage, who delved in the technology applied 

Around the World continued on Page 17



17

Around the World continued from Page 16

in marinas through automation and areas this could 
be applied such as customer service, networks & 
dry stack automation, and optimisation of resources 
(slips).

The last session of the WMC Industry Reconnect we-
binar series, Vision of CHANGE, moderated by Mela-
nie Symes, will take place next week on Tuesday, 27th 
October at 12pm UTC. Registration is free at https://
www.icomia.org/wmc-industryreconnect

The session will include the following topics:

• Sara Anghel, ICOMIA president – Introduction 
& planning for a better future

• Esteban Biondi, PIANC – Designing sustainable 
and resilient marinas

• Kellie Covington – Marinas and the Circular 
Economy

• Renata Marevic, Marina Punat – Facilitating 
charter activity in marinas

• Dee Caffari, chair of The World Sailing Trust – 
Social inclusivity: Recognising women in the 
marine industry

• Michiel de Jong, chair of the Jury for the PIANC 
Marina Excellence Design Award – announcing 
the winner

For more info and the recordings of the previous ses-
sions visit https://www.icomia.org/wmc-industryre-
connect

Work on Greek Marina Gets Underway

Bulldozers move in to Alimos Marina as long-await-
ed build work begins 

Source: International Boating Industry

On the morning of Tuesday 29 September , bulldoz-
ers and trucks of the Municipality of Alimos arrived 
at the marina to remove equipment used by yacht 
charter companies, such as containers that serve as 
offices and other temporary constructions, as they 
begin construction work to update the facility.

With 1,100 berths, Alimos Marina is one of the Medi-
terranean’s largest facilities of its kind

Alimos Marina was built in the 1970s and is one of the 
largest marinas in the Eastern Mediterranean, with 
1,100 permanent berths, of which 50 berths are for 
large yachts over 25 meters. Today, about 800 berths 
are used by commercial boats. It was managed ini-
tially by EOT(GNTO the Greek National Tourism Or-
ganisation), then by the Public Real Estate Company 
(ETAD) and later by the HRADF (Hellenic Republic As-
set Development Fund).

Alimos Marina, the largest marina in the Balkans 
with around 1,100 berths, entered a new era after 
a long-awaited concession agreement was signed 
in May  between representatives of the Greek state, 
ETAD (State Property Assets), HRDH and Aktor Con-
cessions.

The agreement gives Aktor the right to use, man-
age and operate Alimos Marina in southern Athens 
for a 40-year period, with the right to extend this for 
another 10 years. It represents a total investment of 
€100m with multiple added value.

Following the signing of the agreement, which was 
delayed due to the coronavirus pandemic, Aktor is 
now undertaking work to reshape the marina landfill 
and marine zones.

The implementation of the Development Plan of Al-
imos Marina is expected to bring about significant 
economic and social benefits, both locally and nation-
ally. The increased added value from synergies and 
partnerships with related companies will contribute 
to an upgrade of Greece’s position in the internation-
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al tourism market. It will also strengthen a number of 
economic indicators and factors in the wider region.

Record Number of Exhibitors 
Confirmed for Virtual Valencia Show

123 companies have already confirmed their pres-
ence at this year’s virtual event

Source: International Boating Industry

The Valencia Boat Show (VBS), which this year will be 
held virtually from October 28 to November 1, has 
broken its own record of exhibitors that it set in 2019.
According to the show’s organiser, 123 nautical com-
panies from Spain, Portugal, Mexico, Sri Lanka, Italy, 
the UK, USA, France, Turkey, Austria and others have 
already reserved their stand 20 days before the show 
starts.

Last year the event, held in La Marina de València, 
drew 94 exhibitors.

The 2020 Virtual VBS will split exhibitors and collabo-
rating companies into 13 different areas: motorboats; 
sailing boats; catamarans, engines and electronics, 
equipment and accessories; marinas and dry docks; 
sailing schools, charter companies and accessories; 
nautical activities, diving, institutions and associa-
tions; Superyacht Dock - exclusive superyacht area; 
Media dock, which will bring together specialised 
media; and Innova Dock, the innovation and applica-
tions area.

In addition, the event will feature an entire area dedi-
cated to nautical tourism in the Valencian Commu-
nity, with more than 30 exhibitors inside, an event 
and conference area inside the Veles e Vents build-
ing, and three areas with painting and photography 
exhibitions.

Despite having widely surpassed the number of ex-
hibitors, another advantage that the virtual model 
brings is that whoever is interested can still have their 
own stand to join the Valencia boat show. A unique 
opportunity since, as VBS managing director Nacho 
Gómez-Zarzuela points out, “in the current circum-
stances, this year we have been practically alone in 
the market.”
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NMMA Applauds White House Executive Order 
on Modernizing Water Management and Infra-
structure

Earlier this week, the White House released an execu-
tive order to “to improve our country’s water resource 
management, modernize our water infrastructure, 
and prioritize the availability of clean, safe, and reli-
able water supplies.” The order would create a new 
Water Policy Committee, also known as the Water 
Subcabinet, to be co-chaired by the Interior and EPA 
chiefs.

According to the order, abundant, safe, and reliable 
supplies of water are critical to quality of life for all 
Americans, including recreational opportunities. The 
order will ensure that agencies do that more effi-
ciently and effectively to improve our country’s water 
resource management, modernize our water infra-
structure, and prioritize the availability of clean, safe, 
and reliable water supplies.

Specifically pertaining to the recreation boating in-
dustry, the Subcabinet will develop recommenda-
tions to address the following:

• Actions to increase water storage and supply 
reliability;

• Actions to improve water quality, source water 
protection, and to promote restoration activi-
ties;

• Implementing the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative (GLRI) Action plan III;

• Increasing coordination between agencies and 
members of the South Florida Ecosystem Res-
toration;

• Task Force, and implementing and completing 
the activities included in the Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan;

• Coordinating with the Federal Interagency 
Floodplain Management Task Force on Federal 
flood risk management policies and programs 
to better support community needs; and

• Actions to improve water data management, 
research, modeling, and forecasting.

State By State Advocacy 2020 Recap
Northeast Region

Here’s a recap of NMMA’s state advocacy efforts for 
September in the Northeast region. Contact Libby 
Yranski, lyranski@nmma.org with questions.

Sales Tax: New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy’s final 
budget does not include any tax changes for the 
boating industry. Governor Murphy had previously 
proposed removing the reduced boat sales tax as 
well as the sales tax cap in his budget proposal. This 
would have doubled sales tax on boats from 3.5% to 
7% and removed the $20,000 tax cap. NMMA, the NJ 
Marine Trades Association, MRAA and AMI partnered 
together to fight against these proposals as they 
would severely harm the boating industry within the 
state. Sales tax changes will be monitored throughout 
the fall and into the 2021 session for states along the 
east coast as states try to financially recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Particular states that we will be 
watching are New Jersey, Connecticut and New York.

Business Liability: As businesses deal with the rami-
fications of the COVID-19 pandemic, outdated busi-
ness liability rules have come to the forefront of 
business protection needs. Many of the states in the 
Northeast have passed laws to protect healthcare 
workers from civil liability COVID-19 suits. Current-
ly active legislation in New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
would expand these protections to all businesses.

• Massachusetts: HD5163 would protect all 
businesses designated as essential in the Gov-
ernor’s March 23, 2020 COVID-19 Order No. 13 
and any subsequent extensions of such order 
defining essential businesses and services, in-
cluding the business or organization’s individu-
al employees, owners, directors or agents. This 
bill is still pending, Massachusetts legislature 
meets year-round.

• New Jersey:  A4279 would protect manufac-
turers of PPE, AB4189/S2502 would provide 
general immunity for businesses and non-prof-

News from Washington continued on Page 20
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Dear AMI Member,

The Association of  Marina Industries, the industry’s 
leading national voice and advocate, who looks to ed-
ucate and connect marina professionals, has partnered 
with Aon. Aon is one of  the leading insurance brokers 
in the marine, resort, and hospitality industry worldwide. 
Aon recognizes Certified Marina Managed (CMM) and 
Operated (CMO) facilities by bringing additional value 
and cost savings that directly impact your bottom line.

Bring your insurance needs to John Chiazza, at Aon to 
see if  he can offer you a cost saving alternative to your 
current program. John will take the time to review, con-
sult, and offer insurance options exclusive to AMI ma-
rina members.       

Thank you for supporting the Association of  Marina In-
dustries where we continue to look for ways to bring ad-
ditional value to you and your business.

Association of  Marina Industries

mailto:john.chiazza@aon.com
https://marinaassociation.org/
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its. Both sets of bills have not been scheduled 
in Committee as the week of September 28. AB 
4190/SB 2522 would protect retailers including 
bars and restaurants, the Senate bill has passed 
the Senate and its first Assembly Committee. 
These bills are still active and pending, New 
Jersey legislature meets year-round.

• Pennsylvania:  HB2639 would protect manu-
facturers of PPE. SB1194 would not only pro-
tect businesses from COVID-19 suits and limits 
the time a person has to file a lawsuit. Both bills 
have been referred to Committees but have 
not been scheduled for a hearing.

• Virginia: HB5019 and HB5037 both protect in-
dividuals and those manufacturing PPE from 
civil liability suits regarding COVID-19. These 
bills are still active and pending legislative ac-
tion.

Travel Restrictions:

• Beginning in June, the Governors of Connecti-
cut, New Jersey and New York have required 
visitors from states in which more than 10 per 
100,000 residents tested positive for the virus 
or more than 10 percent of tests were positive, 
on a seven-day rolling average. Visitors from 
those states, which totaled 33 as well as Puerto 
Rico and Guam as of September 29, must self-
quarantine for 14 days and submit a self-iden-
tification form.

• Rhode Island requires visitors to self-quar-
antine if they travel  from any of the 29 states 
listed here  unless they have proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test.

• Travel restrictions will begin in Massachu-
setts on August 1, all travelers including return-
ing residents must complete travel forms prior 
to arrival, unless visiting from one of the nine 
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https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/A4500/4190_I1.PDF
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lower-risk states and quarantine for 14 days or 
produce a negative COVID-19 test result that 
has been administered up to 72-hours prior to 
your arrival in the Commonwealth.

• Visitors to Maine must self-quarantine for 14 
days or show proof of a negative COVID-19 
test or be a resident of the following exempted 
states: Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jer-
sey, New York, New Hampshire and Vermont.

• Marylanders are advised to postpone or cancel 
travel to any states with a positivity rate of 10% 
or higher, anyone traveling from these states 
should be tested and self-quarantine while 
awaiting results. This public health advisory ap-
plies to personal, family or business travel of 
any kind, to read the full advisory click here.

Southern Region
Travel Restrictions: Florida requires all visitors trav-
eling from New York, Connecticut and New Jersey 
to isolate or quarantine for 14 days.

Business Liability: As businesses deal with the rami-
fications of the COVID-19 pandemic, outdated busi-
ness liability rules have come to the forefront of busi-
ness protection needs.

• Alabama –Executive Order SOE8 protects eli-
gible businesses against claims of on-premises 
exposure to COVID-19. However, the immunity 
does not apply to lawsuits in which a plaintiff 
shows “clear and convincing evidence” of a 
businesses’ “wanton, reckless, willful, or inten-
tional misconduct.”

• Arkansas –Executive Order 20-33 protects any 
business that opened or remained open during 
the pandemic. All persons in the State of Ar-
kansas are immune from civil liability for dam-
ages or injuries caused by or resulting from 
exposure of an individual to COVID-19 on the 
premises that they own or operate.

• Georgia – Act 588 was signed into law by Gov-
ernor Brian Kemp on August 8th, providing im-
munity to businesses from liability for damages 
in COVID-19 liability actions unless the claim-
ant can prove gross negligence, willful and 
wanton misconduct, reckless infliction of harm, 

or intentional infliction of harm. The legislation 
is under Governor Kemp’s review and awaits his 
signature.

• Louisiana –Senate Bill 491 protects any person, 
who renders disaster relief, recovery services, 
or products outside of the typical course and 
scope of their operations in coordination with 
federal or state governments.

• Mississippi –Senate Bill 3049 protects any per-
son who attempts in good faith to follow appli-
cable public health guidance from civil damages 
for any injuries or death resulting from or re-
lated to actual or alleged exposure or potential 
exposure to COVID-19.

• North Carolina – House Bill 118 protects a per-
son or business from being liable for any act or 
omission that does not amount to gross negli-
gence, willful or wanton conduct, or intentional 
wrongdoing.

• Oklahoma – Senate Bill 1946 protects any 
person who conducts business in the state. 
Businesses shall not be liable in a civil action 
claiming an injury from exposure or potential 
exposure to COVID-19 as long as the business 
was in compliance or consistent with federal or 
state regulations.

• South Carolina – The Legislature is consider-
ing the “South Carolina COVID-19 Liability Safe 
Harbor Act”.If enacted, it. would provide liabili-
ty protection for any business or Individual that 
reasonably adheres to public health guidance.

• Tennessee – The State Legislature returned 
for a specially called session on August 10 and 
passed  The Tennessee COVID-19 Recovery Act. 
The legislation provides Tennessee businesses 
with protections from liability claims related to 
COVID-19 for the next two years. The bill was 
signed into law by Governor Lee on August 
17th.

Access: In Florida, the St. John’s River Water Man-
agement District, in partnership with FWC, has an-
nounced the Fellsmere Reservoir boat ramp in Indian 
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River County has opened to the public. The highly 
anticipated boat ramp, parking area and restrooms 
will provide anglers access to 10,000 acres of prime 
largemouth bass and other sport fishing opportuni-
ties.

The FWC contributed $1.35 million dollars on enhanc-
ing 2,000 acres of habitat over a 2-year period, as 
well as stocking nearly 2 million sport fish, including 
1 million largemouth bass. FWC biologists have been 
monitoring and evaluating fish populations, habitat 
and water quality in order to develop management 
strategies that will allow Fellsmere to sustain a world-
class bass fishery for the future of the Fishing Capital 
of the World.

Fellsmere Reservoir will be managed under state-wide 
freshwater fishing regulations. The FWC will use data 
collected from fish population sampling and angler 
creel surveys to inform future management actions.

Conservation:

• The Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Coastal Resources Division is seeking nominees 
for appointment to the Coastal Marshlands 
Protection Committee and the Shore Protec-
tion Committee, for the four-year term 2021 to 
2024. Nominees are being sought who, by rea-
son of their occupational or other experience, 
scientific expertise, legal expertise, or training, 
are knowledgeable regarding the conservation, 
development uses, and management of Geor-
gia’s coastal environment. Nominees should 
have a strong conservation ethic in order to 
achieve the responsibilities of the Committees 
under the Coastal Marshlands Protection Act 
and the Shore Protection Act. Nominees must 
be able to work collectively with other Commit-
tee members to achieve the natural resource 
protections established by those Acts. Nomi-
nees must be willing and able to commit to 
participating fully in Committee business and 
related activities for the duration of their term.  
The Board of Natural Resources expects to ap-
point the committee member at the December 
2, 2020 board meeting. A nominee’s detailed 
resume should be submitted to the Commis-
sioner of the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources no later than Wednesday, October 
26, 2020, and to the attention of Josh Noble, 

Coastal Resources Division, One Conservation 
Way, Brunswick, GA 31520, or by email: josh.
noble@dnr.ga.gov (912-264-7218).  Additional 
information about the Coastal Marshlands Pro-
tection Committee and Shore Protection Com-
mittee may also be obtained via the Coastal 
Resources Division.

• Tennessee – Governor Bill Lee signed Execu-
tive Order No. 62 establishing the Asian Carp 
Advisory Commission to study and provide 
advice regarding the best methods for miti-
gating the invasion of Asian carp into the 
state’s lakes and river systems. NMMA advo-
cated for the commission throughout 2020 
and applauded Governor Lee for his leader-
ship on the issue. The members of the Com-
mission will include representatives from the 
following agencies and departments: 
 
-Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
-Tennessee Fish and Wildlife Commission 
-Department of Economic and Communit 
  Development 
-Department of Tourist Development 
-Department of Environment and 
 Conservation 
-Tennessee Valley Authority 
-U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
-One appointee each from the governor,  
  lieutenant governor, and speaker of the  
  House of Representatives 
-The Commission will provide interim reports  
  in October and this winter, in addition to  
  annual reports moving forward, regarding its  
  findings and work.

• South Carolina – A bill that would establish a 
“Thirty-by-Thirty Interagency Task Force” was 
introduced into the legislature last February. H 
5125/S 1024 was referred to the agriculture and 
natural resources committee in both chambers, 
however no hearings have been held. The leg-
islature has adjourned and is expected to re-
turn in September. The proposed task force, 
comprised of the Director of the Department 
of Natural Resources, the Director of the South 
Carolina Conservation Bank, and the Director 
of the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
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Tourism, would identify and implement goals 
to conserve 30 percent of the state’s land and 
waters by 2030.

• Florida – NMMA supported HB1061, which cre-
ated the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve off the 
coasts of Citrus, Hernando, and Pasco counties. 
North Coast links with other West Coast pre-
serves to protect the area’s biological, scientif-
ic, and aesthetic value for future generations of 
boaters and anglers.

Wakesurfing: In North Carolina, the Lake Norman 
Marine Commission (LNMC) dissolved its’ wake surf-
ing committee during the September monthly meet-
ing, noting that education rather than regulation was 
the appropriate direction for responsible boating on 
Lake Norman.  NMMA’s Lee Gatts is working with the 
LNMC and WSIA to enhance and improve education 
efforts moving forward.  

Fishing: The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) has announced a fall red snapper 
season for private recreational anglers and state for-
hire operations in the Gulf of Mexico to open on the 
following Saturdays and Sundays: Oct. 17, 18, 24, 25, 
31 and Nov. 1.

During this season, private recreational anglers may 
harvest red snapper in Gulf state and federal waters. 
However, state for-hire operations are limited to fish-
ing for red snapper in Gulf state waters only. “I’m ex-
cited to announce this additional Gulf red snapper 
fishing opportunity,” said Gov. Ron DeSantis. “I hope 
Floridians and visitors can use this extra time to get 
out on the water and enjoy themselves.”

“The years of collaborative work with stakeholders 
and partners has resulted in a significant increase in 
the number of fishing opportunities over the past few 
years, from just a few days to 51 red snapper fishing 
days in Gulf state and federal waters this year,” said 
FWC Executive Director Eric Sutton.

In Florida, several recreational and commercial stone 
crab regulation changes go into effect for the Octo-
ber 15 season start date.

New regulations in effect this season:

• The minimum claw size limit will be 2 7/8 inch-
es (an 1/8 inch increase).

• Possession of whole stone crabs on the water 
will be limited to two checker boxes, each up to 
3 feet by 2 feet by 2 feet OR a total volume of 
24 cubic feet. Checker boxes are used to hold 
crabs onboard a vessel before they are mea-
sured, and legal-sized claws are removed.

• The season will now end on May 2.
• All plastic and wood stone crab traps will need 

to be outfitted with a 2 3/16-inch escape ring 
before the 2023/2024 season.

Recreational harvesters who are age 16 and older and 
fish with traps are required to complete an online, 
no-cost recreational stone crab trap registration and 
place their registration number on their traps before 
using them. To register, visit GoOutdoorsFlorida.com. 
Upon completion, each person will receive unique 
trap registration numbers that must be included on 
each trap along with the owner’s full name and ad-
dress. This information must be legible and must be 
permanently attached to each trap.

Environmental Regulation: With significant lobby-
ing by NMMA, Florida revised its permitting process 
for the repair or replacement of residential docks to 
reduce the ability of local governments to seek re-
dundant permit reviews by state environmental of-
ficials. This change was triggered by complaints from 
citizens who faced unnecessary requirements when 
repairing docks damaged by hurricanes.

Western Region

Business Liability:

• Utah: SB 3007 was signed into law by Governor 
Hubert and limits liability fordamages or an in-
jury resulting from exposure of an individual to 
COVID-19 on the premises owned or operated 
by the person.

• Kansas: HB 2016 grants civil immunity to busi-
nesses for a COVID-19 claim if such person was 
in substantial compliance with public health di-
rectives. The new law will expire on January 26, 
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2021.

Bills that would protect businesses from civil liability 
have failed in California, New Mexico and Arizona. 
Bills in Arizona and California were passed by one 
chamber but failed when the legislature ended be-
fore the other chamber took action.

Conservation: California’s AB 3030, which failed to 
pass the Senate Appropriations before the session 
adjourned, would have set a goal to protect 30 per-
cent of the state’s land and coastal waters by 2030. 
NMMA supports conservation and the intent of the 
international “30x30” movement. NMMA expects this 
bill to be reintroduced during the 2021 legislative 
session.

Great Lakes and Midwest Region

Access & Infrastructure:

In Illinois, the Chicago Harbors in the City of Chicago 
will close on Saturday October 31, 2020 at 11:59PM. 
All boats except those with Late Leaver permits must 
vacate the harbors by this time. Read full notice here.

In Ohio, anglers will find upgrades at the all-access 
fishing pier at Caesar Creek Lake. The pier has been 
upgraded with underwater structure and light to at-
tract more fish, as well as increase security measures. 

The project was made possible through a partnership 
between Whitetails Unlimited (WTU) Caesar Creek 
Chapter and ODNR division of Wildlife and Parks and 
Watercraft. The project was funded in part through 
the Sport Fish Restoration act, which is an excise tax 
on fishing equipment. Read more here.

Boating Laws:

• In South Dakota, the South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks (GFP) Commission voted to change 
four rules regarding waters in South Dakota 
during their September meeting. The commis-
sion voted on the following changes:

-To allow the spearing of gamefish from the 
Nebraska/South Dakota border at the point 

News from Washington continued from Page 18 where the river becomes entirely in South Da-
kota, upstream to the Ft. Randall Dam from 
May 1 – March 31. Statewide, the hours for 
spearfishing game fish will now end one-half 
hour after sunset.

-Canyon and Bismarck Lakes to limit boaters 
to use of electric motors only.

-Requirement of safety signage and the mark-
ing of open water areas when aquatic aera-
tion systems are being used on waters with 
open public access, during times of ice cover.

-Daily trout limit changes from 7 to 5 on Ne-
braska/South Dakota border waters to align 
with South Dakota’s inland waters limits.

-Additionally, the GFP repealed the rule al-
lowing for the creation of Local Boat Regis-
tries. Previously, boaters in certain parts of 
the state who only used their watercraft on 
specific waters infested with zebra mussels 
were exempt from decontamination require-
ments if they stayed within defined boundar-
ies. The department will develop a new ap-
proach to decontamination in zebra mussel 
infested waters in the state. Read more on the 
recent GFP actions here.

• In Wyoming, the Game and Fish Department 
will be closing for 2020 watercraft registrations 
and preparing for the 2021 season during the 
months of October and November. Watercraft 
registrations will resume again on December 1, 
2020 at the Game and Fish offices and online. 
Read more here.

Business Liability: As businesses deal with the rami-
fications of the COVID-19 pandemic, outdated busi-
ness liability rules have come to the forefront of busi-
ness protection needs.

• In Iowa, on June 18 Governor Kim Reynolds 
signed into law S. 2338. This law states that the 
premises owners shall not be held civilly liable 
for COVID-19 exposures or infections absent 
reckless disregard or actual malice.

https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB3030/2019
https://www.chicagoharbors.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Late-Leaver-2020.pdf
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-odnr/news/upgraded-fishing-pier-caeser
https://gfp.sd.gov/news/detail/1431/
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Notice-Wyoming-watercraft-registration-closing-for
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=SF2338
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• In Kansas, on June 8 Governor Laura Kelly 
signed into law H.B. 2016. This law shields busi-
nesses from COVID-19 suits as long as they can 
prove they substantially complied with appli-
cable regulations and guidance. The law is ret-
roactive to March 12 and expires on January 26, 
2021.

• In Michigan, the House of Representatives 
passed legislation that would provide liability 
protections to businesses from coronavirus-re-
lated lawsuits. The lead bill in the package, HB 
6030, was approved on a 57-49 vote. HB 6030 
would create a new act, the COVID-19 Re-
sponse and Reopening Liability Assurance Act, 
to provide minimum requirements and estab-
lish standards for certain liability claims alleg-
ing COVID-19 exposure and certain product li-
ability claims. The act would apply retroactively 
to any claim or cause of action accruing after 
January 1, 2020. If the legislation passes the 
Senate, it is expected to be vetoed by Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer.

• In Ohio, on September 14 Governor Mike 
DeWine signed into law H.B. 606, a liability pro-
tection bill. HB 606 ensures civil immunity to in-
dividuals, schools, health care providers, busi-
nesses, and other entities from lawsuits arising 
from exposure, transmission, or contraction of 

COVID-19, or any mutation of the virus, as long 
as they were not showing reckless, intentional, 
or willful misconduct. The bill’s provisions ap-
ply from March 9, 2020 through September 30, 
2021.

• In Wyoming, on May 20, Governor Mark Gor-
don signed SF 1002 into law. This law shields 
businesses from COVID-19 suits as long as they 
have complied with public health emergency 
instructions or have acted in good faith.

Wake Surfing: Wake surfing issues continue to im-
pact the Great Lakes region.

• In Minnesota, the University of Minnesota 
St Anthony Falls Laboratory has begun their 
study on “Boat Wake Impacts on MN Lakes”. 
The study had an initial goal of raising $94,000 
through crowdfunding, but exceeded the goal 
to the tune of nearly $125,000. Donations came 
in from across the country. The study will “mea-
sure the height and energy of waves and depth 
and force of propeller wash generated by wake 
boats and other large watercraft to better un-
derstand and quantify their impacts on lake 
bottoms shorelines.” Read more here.

• In Wisconsin, there are several attempts 
through local ordinances to eliminate or limit 
wake surfing. NMMA is working in partnership 
with WSIA, MRAA and local stakeholders to 
mitigate the threat. 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li_2020s/b2020s/measures/hb2016/
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xmxe4pdppgpmu1xouevwd5pe))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2020-HB-6030
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xmxe4pdppgpmu1xouevwd5pe))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2020-HB-6030
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-status?id=GA133-HB-606
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2020/SF1002?specialSessionValue=1
https://crowdfund.umn.edu/?cfpage=project&project_id=36111&fbclid=IwAR0F0c_aAFAzjDWhkQbtfKZ4a46fLNW_d_iDxyl0rofmMKhmdsfw0OnQQ04
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https://www.flipsnack.com/599AD86D75E/resource-guide-2020.html
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AMI Contact InformationAMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
International Marina and Boatyard Conference (IMBC)

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622

http://www.marinaassociation.org
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